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The Germans, not to be outdone, then occupied the bay of Kiao-
Chow, further towards the south, and the city of Tsing-tao, both
of them also parts of the Shan-tung peninsula. This meant that
the Great War also had its reverberations in the Far East Germans
and Britons fought for the possession of something which be-
longed to neither of them and, as usually happens in such cases,
a third party, the Japanese, got away with the stolen goods.
In order to regain a little of the goodwill of the Chinese, Wei-
hai-wei and Kiao-Chow have since been returned to China. But
as Japan has taken Manchuria, the old game will probably begin
all over again. Look for the details in the next edition.
The east of central China consists of a wide and fertile plaia
which is really the continuation of the plain of northern China,
but the interior is mountainous. Through these mountains the
Yang-tze wends its tortuous way until at last it reaches the East
China Sea. It takes its origin in the mountains of Tibet, to the
west of the province of Szechwan, a region almost as large as
France, but supporting a much larger population, as the red soil
is exceedingly fertile. Several mountain-ranges running from south
to north cut it almost completely off from the rest of the world.
As a result it has suffered but little from the visitation of the white
man, and is distinctly more Chinese than the rest of China.
Continuing its course towards the sea, the Yang-tze next
traverses the province of Hu-peh, where the famous city of
Hankow is situated. This was the centre of the revolution of 1911
which upset the last emperor of the Manchu dynasty and turned
the oldest monarchy in die world into a republic. Up to Hankow
the Yang-tze is navigable for ocean-going vessels with a displace-
ment of over 1000 tons. The way in which the waterways of
western China converge at Hankow makes this river-port second
to none in importance. Hankow is but one of the three adjacent
towns separated by the converging rivers. With the other two,
Hanyang and Wuchang, the population approaches 2,000,000 and
they handle the trade of Hunan, Szechwan, Kweichow, Hu-pch,
aad southern ShensL Below Hankow, the river is the main artery
of commerce for central China until it reaches the sea near Shang-
hai, the centre of China's foreign trade, and one of the first